The current policy-making on EU level in the field of water resource conservation and flood risk management displays tendency in applying sustainability approach for water status improvement, water scarcity and droughts, as well as reduction of disasters. The appearance of floods as natural disasters is associated mainly with community vulnerability to adverse effects of a natural hazard. Therefore, reducing vulnerability is a key element in flood risk management. Finding the proper approach, which could embrace the interconnected elements in a system, such as human society and the surrounding nature, is more than necessary. Currently, the prevalent method worldwide for flood management is oriented towards the so called "hard engineering" measures, including dams, channelization, etc. Therefore, it is critically to consider expanding the current measures including natural water retention measures for flood control, measures against erosion along the river catchment, afforestation, etc. In this paper the opportunities for the enforcement of sustainability flood risk management approach in the country will be analyzed. Suggestions for improvement will be presented as a conclusion.
INTRODUCTION
Floods as natural disasters appear only when society has been exposed to the catastrophic event and its capability to manage the event has been decreased. Managing vulnerability in sustainable manner and recognizing probability of such event can lead to diminished flood risk. Ecosystem services which have natural regulation role in the context of flood management are one of the major indicators for stability of a natural system. When natural way for regulating floods has been demolished through structural manmade engineering works, society vulnerability grows proportionally. Flood risk management should work with nature, rather than against it (1) . Therefore, putting focus on sustainable flood risk management and choosing natural measures will inevitably lead to increased system resilience, e.g. society, nature and economy. objective of sustainable development has been implemented into a broad range of policies (2). Sustainability approach introduces new paradigm of thinking taking into account the main spheres in our life -the natural environment, the economy and the society. As Brutland's report "Our Common Future" stated in 1987: "Sustainable development is development that meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs…… Development involves a progressive transformation of economy and society". Sustainability has pushed its way through major policies in European Union, as well as other developed countries, but still the efforts needed for this "progressive transformation" are insufficient.
EU POLICY GRASPING SUSTAINABILITY
In the context of flood risk management the sustainability approach has been implemented recently trough the Floods Directive 2007/60/EU. Its main aim is to build a framework for assessment and management of flood risk. Currently, on EU level, the member states are obliged to provide Flood Risk Management Plans until the end of 2015. Their objective is to diminish the probability of catastrophic events and to reduce vulnerability of the society, economic activity, natural environment and cultural heritage. Together
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with the new River Basin Management Plans, they represent integrated water management which is a starting point in introducing sustainable approach in flood risk management.
FLOOD VULNERABILITY
The main triggers for floods in Europe have been studied during the last decades. Yet, the main reasons appear to be very complex and mutually reinforcing. The following could be listed as more important (Figure 1 ). 
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But their place should be very thoroughly examined, as they appear to be effective in the occurrence of small floods. Therefore, other more sustainable measures should be added in the package of flood management.
Moreover, considering the requirements adopted by the Flood Directive, each member state should consider not only structural measures for flood protection, but also areas which have the potential to retain flood water, such as natural floodplains (4).
ACHIEVING SUSTAINABILITY USING NATURE
Natural Water Retention Measures represent type of green infrastructure which aims at increasing natural capacity to cope with flood risk. As part of the natural type of measures it requires the use of ecosystem services for providing sustainable flood risk management. Therefore, one way to involve the sustainability in flood management is using the ecosystem approach. It is very likely that this type of measures are more cost-effective in the long-term compared with traditional structural measures such as building dams, dikes, etc. Moreover, it has great impact on local biodiversity and green corridors (5) . Practices which can lead to water regulation and flood storage are described in Table 1 . regulation of water flows of inland wetlands appears to be 5606$/ha/year (2007 price levels) and it appears to be one of the best biomes for regulation of floods (6) . Finding the economically viable and socially justice way to decrease flood risk is not an easy task however. The East Aegean River Basin Directorate in its Preliminary Flood Risk Assessment has found exemplary retention lowlands which could serve as natural retention surfaces. Their total area is 5422 ha (7). Most of these territories are farmlands. Estimating the avoided cost of an extreme event and finding the efficient and effective way to perform natural water retention measure should lead to benefits in both social and economic aspects.
GENERAL CONCLUSIONS
Based on the analyses the following conclusions can be made:  Sustainable flood risk management requires an alternative approach for flood risk reduction and diminishing consequences after an extreme event;  Natural water retention measures can be seen as one way to manage flood risk in sustainable approach, i.e. working with nature not against it;  Natural retention measures could be seen as additional to structural measures;
Nevertheless, more research is needed in the implementation part of these measures, mainly to display the mutual benefits which they can bring to other EU policy sector. Further research is needed for gaining better knowledge specifically on the costeffectiveness and efficiency on different types of NWRMs in the context of flood risk reduction in Bulgaria.
